
 

  COVID19 Safety Protocol updates as of July 8, 2021 
 
That tenants and church groups be allowed to return to the building with the 
following provisos: 
 

1. That worship (including baptisms) will be held outdoors for the 

duration of the summer until after Labour Day as previously decided 

by Council.  (Should this need to change due to heat/smoke/torrential 

rain, etc it would be a decision of Council). Singing is now 

permitted.  Masks are strongly encouraged, especially when in close 

contact with others and while singing.  Anyone leading singing, 

preaching or public speaking is required to wear a mask if unable to 

maintain a 3 to 4 metre distance from those they face.  Visiting before 

and after the service is also permitted.  Service time is 10 a.m. until 

further notice. The service can also be heard in the parking lot and 

nearby at 87.9 on the FM dial. (If weather is an issue folk are 

encouraged to listen in their cars.)  Print copies of the service can be 

made available to those unable to attend.  Audio recordings are also 

possible. Should anyone need to come inside for health reasons, they 

may sit in the CE Hall at appropriate physical distance. While pre-

registration is no longer required, we will be asking for names and 

contact numbers for COVID19 tracing. 

 

2. Zoom Chat will be discontinued over the summer as the majority of 

people who normally “chat” are attending worship services. 

 

3. That memorials/weddings be allowed to be held indoors and 

outdoors.  Up to half the sanctuary will be set aside for those wishing 

to maintain physical distancing, and masks will be strongly 

encouraged, especially for those who wish to sing.  If you are not fully 

vaccinated (ie. it is not yet two weeks after your second vaccination) 

please wear a mask for your safety and the safety of others.  Anyone 

leading singing, preaching or public speaking is required to wear a 

mask if unable to maintain a 3 to 4 metre distance from those they 

face.  Sanitizing of high touch surfaces will be required before and 

after the service.  Once seated, people are asked to remain in their 



seats except for the use of washrooms or to help/care for another. 

Windows and doors should be opened for ventilation if at all possible.  

 

4. All groups are requested to avoid crowding or gathering in hallways, 

office or rooms – allow people to have their space. 

 

5. Please ASK before you hug, shake hands or offer any other physical 

contact.   

 

 

6. Sanitization of hands and high-touch surfaces will still be required at 

least until September.  If use of the kitchen is needed, particular 

attention needs to be paid to sanitization in that space.   

 

7. Any group meeting at Gordon United must allow for sufficient space 

in their gatherings for those who wish to/need to maintain physical 

distance of 2 metres from others.  Masks are strongly encouraged, 

and proper hand hygiene is required.  Sanitizing high-touch surfaces 

remains the responsibility of the groups who meet, using sanitization 

procedures outlined previously and available on our website.  In any 

gathering there must be a seat for each participant.  Each 

group  must have an organizer who keeps contact information for 

those present and takes responsibility to ensure Safety Protocols as 

stated are kept. Participants need to remain seated except for the use 

of washrooms, attendance at a self-serve food or drink station, or 

rendering aid to someone.  

 

8. That the Church Building remain locked and accessible by ringing the 

buzzer and/or calling ahead. 

 

9. If food or drink is to be offered, a self-serve station may be set up with 

a hand-washing/sanitizing station within easy reach, signs reminding 

participants to wash or sanitize hands before touching any items, and 

the group must assign staff or volunteers to ensure that high-touch 

surfaces and utensils are frequently cleaned and sanitized. 

 

10. Restricted numbers in washrooms will remain. 

 


