Sunday, November 15, 2020

Gordon United Church Announcements
http://www.gordonunitedchurch.ca office@gordonunitedchurch.ca
Check us out on Facebook
935 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC, V9B 2Y2 - Phone 250.478.6632
We are happy to share worship with you on YouTube! It’s a brave new world!
We invite you to join us after the service on Zoom. The connection information is not publicly available and
is sent via email only, so if you do not receive our emails, we would love to add you to our distribution list.
Whether you are new or visiting, or have been a congregation member for many years, please feel free to send your
contact information to the Office (contact information above, in GREEN). We would be happy to add you to our weekly
email distribution list and/or update our church directory.
WELCOME!

The gifts of this world will not last past our lifetimes, but
God’s gifts to us—and our gifts to God—will last through this life and beyond.
Sunday, November 15:
CLICK HERE FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Thank you to Anna Mary McIlwain, our Reader for
today.

Scriptures:
 Gen 4:1-13 (as retold by Rev. Heidi)
 Ephesians 4:31-5:1 from the Good News
Translation
Minute for Mission:
 A Mish-Kid of China: Betty Gale
Zoom Meeting
Sunday's Zoom meetings begin at 11:15am
See your Friday email for the connection information!
Having Trouble Hearing the Worship Service?
Please - DO adjust your set!
Adjust the volume on your video player (Facebook,
YouTube, etc.) and also on your computer. If your
computer has separate speakers attached to it you
may also need to turn those up! By wearing
masks during service recording, we are following
the rules set out by Dr Bonnie, the Canadian CDC
and WHO (not to mention our own safety plan)
and, ultimately, helping us all stay safe & healthy.
Council Update: Safety Team Update
The Safety Team Members, Anna Mary
McIlwain, Beverly Stewart, Dianne Wilson
McDougall, and Carolyn Matheson have been
meeting regularly to ensure that the appropriate
procedures are put into place in time for the
reopening of our church on December 6th.

Now that Rev. Heidi is back, she will be joining us
at the meetings.
This Team is frequently collaborating with
other Church Teams to ensure that various
work/tasks are in place for a successful reopening.
One of the main purposes for the reopening
of the Sanctuary is that we have heard that what
our Church people miss the most is FELLOWSHIP.
We also are learning that loneliness is just as
detrimental to one’s mental health as the
symptoms of COVID19 itself. We feel strongly that
we have a duty to act sooner than later to help
to alleviate this social issue by offering the video
services on a Sunday morning in the Sanctuary as
well as the continuation of the services online.
Recently, the SafetyTeam was updated on
the sanitizing procedures by Rev, Alanna Menu. It
is the Team’s task now to train Council members,
Ushers, Greeters and volunteers on how to apply
these procedures so that we can ensure safety for
our congregants to the best of our ability. Council
members will be the first group to be trained at the
November Council meeting. Once trained, it will be
the responsibility of our volunteers to ensure that
the sanitization takes place at the end of each
service.
Entry and exit points and traffic flow has
been discussed. Markers will be placed for
distancing and for the placement of chairs in the
Sanctuary. Sanitization supplies are being carried
out by Property & Finance. Currently, they are
looking into the availability and cost of Touchless
Hand Pumps.
The reopening over the month of December
will be a trial run for us. We realize that some
changes and adjustments will happen as we go

along. This experience will assist us, however, to
prepare for the next phase of reopening to the
Rental Groups.
The Safety Team has had input into the
Renters Contract to ensure that the necessary
safety requirements are included. Some rental
groups have made inquiries as to when we will be
reopening.
The ventilation system for the Sanctuary
has been discussed and will require further
discussion at the Council level. Currently, our task
is to do more research to present at the upcoming
Council meeting.
We realize that should British Columbia go
into another lockdown due to COVID19, our
Church will close once again.
Calling All Knitters/Crocheters: The Safety
Team is requesting your help to knit/crochet
small lap blankets/covers to hang over the
chairs in the Sanctuary. When we are present
in the Sanctuary, the windows and doors will
be open for the purpose of ventilation until
there is a proper ventilation system installed.
NO WOOL PLEASE, as these will be washed
after every use. If you have any questions,
please call Carolyn Matheson @ 250-4741437. Thank you for your help!

Purdy's Fundraiser for Pacific Edge Chorus
Last chance to order - the deadline is today,
Sunday, November 15. Contact Pat Larre to order:
larres@telus.net or call (250) 642-4098

Pastoral Care
We invite anyone who is in need of Pastoral
support to contact:
Adele Morley - (250) 590-2507
Betty Pellaers - (778) 430-3073
Deanna Robb - (250) 294-6737
Dianne Wilson McDougall - (250) 391-7550
(home) or (250) 415-9461 (cell)
Ruth Kelbough - (250) 478-5450
Email: pastoralcare@gordonunitedchurch.ca
Regional Council Prayer Cycles
November 15 - 21
East Timor (Timor Leste) (info) (churches)
Indonesia (info) (churches)
Philippines (info) (churches)

World Council of Churches
Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle

Interfaith Calendar
http://www.interfaith-calendar.org/2020.htm

Carolyn Matheson on behalf of the Safety Team
Gordon United “Grace Notes” Piano Concerts
Ms. Music, an magical hour of light classical piano
by Jeanne Campbell, is now live! CLICK HERE
for this lovely, acoustic concert in our church
sanctuary, on our grand piano. This is a free
concert. Donations will be accepted and funds
raised will go towards our online ministry costs.
Ms. Music will be available online until Friday,
November 27. Please share this with your friends
anywhere in the world! If you can't copy and share
the direct link, they can simply go to www.youtube.com
and search for Jeanne Campbell.
Angel Gifts
You can drop gifts off at the church December 2nd or
4th (Tuesday or Friday) between 10:00am and
noon. Please contact Pat Flack at (250) 478-2178.
GAG Fundraiser
The Get Acquainted Group is pleased to offer
some wonderful Christmas quilts for sale!
Please CLICK HERE to see the photographs.
(Note the candle wall hanging has been sold)
Tish Portelance (250) 478-1350

The Lord's Prayer (from today's worship
service video)
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-Giver,
Source of all that is and all that shall be.
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo
Through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed
By people of the world!
Your heavenly will be done
By all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
Sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive
us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
Now and forever. Amen.
Copyright 1988 Jim Cotter of New Zealand
Voices United p. 916

Do you, or does someone you know,
need prayer NOW?
Send the first name
and a short message.
We'll send up a burst
of prayer.
Email: prayerinaminute@gmail.com

CRW NEEDS:
 pots and pansboth regular sizes and
larger size for group
cooking
 feeding centre
staff: aprons, hot pads,
mitts, larger utensils

















plastic dishes
water bottles & travel mugs
kitchen utensils and cutlery
blankets
games: basic games with words and without
words
early childhood and up to age 12 good reading
books
basket balls, soccer balls, volleyballs and nets
toothpaste and toothbrushes
hair combs and brushes
1st aid supplies
small carry bags and reusable shopping bags
backpacks
washable women menstrual kits
sewing notions: thread, needles, pins, scissors,
thimbles, buttons
pillowcases
shoeboxes!!!!

Please, no adult clothing at this time. We have filled all
our corners and cannot accept any more at this time.
CRW is taking donations on an appointment basis only.
Please call 250.381.4483 to make an appointment. All
items must be quarantined so we are limited in daily
amounts accepted.
Thank you in advance- each donation makes a real
difference to someone, somewhere!
Our mailing address is: 4277 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC
V8X 1L5 Phone: 250-381-4483, Toll Free 855-381-4483

Don Hatfield Stories! These are the stories submitted
by friends in the GUC congregation:
From Helen Andres
I hadn’t met Don before my husband, George passed
away. Keven Fletcher was our minister at the time, but
he was away and wouldn’t be able to do the service.
Don made several trips to the house to talk about
George and the Memorial service. He was so kind to
me. I’ll never forget his wonderful hugs. The last
couple of times we shared a hug, I worried that some
ribs would be broken – either his or mine.
From Judy Muir
Over the decades Gordon United Church has had
many Full Time and Interim Ministers.
Padre Don Hatfield definitely stands out, just like his
photo in the church hallway representing his official
time with us from July 1993 - July 1994. He truly fitted
our needs even though he was an Anglican Padre with
special talents that qualified him to be a United Church
Minister. Padre Don had the gift of conversation and it
was a joy to sit each Sunday and listen to his sermons
as he stood at the Chancel and freely spoke his
Sermon - you could have heard a pin drop. One of the
highlights of his year was sharing his wife Sylvia with us
as well as having his son, Steven, become our
Music/Choir Director. Sitting in the congregation it was
amazing to see and hear how Steven created the most
incredible A Cappella anthems with our Choir.
Quite a few years ago Alan and I had the opportunity to
attend a Remembrance Day Service at Royal Roads
led by Padre Hatfield. It was a very moving service as
our son was an Afghan Wounded Warrior. As a Retired
Military Chaplain, Don Hatfield would have been an
incredible support to so many Military Personnel,
Veterans and their families.
One of my Mom's favourite songs was made famous in
the 50's by Mahalia Jackson
"If I can help somebody as I pass along,
If I can cheer somebody with a word or song,
If I can show somebody he is trav'ling wrong,
Then my living shall not be in vain."
I think of Padre Don as I hum this song.
From Josie Downs
Don Hatfield was just so wonderful. Every time you
saw him, you received a big hug. He was much loved
by everyone.
From Anne Appleton
My memories of Don Hatfield:
I have not known Don for as many years as most
people at Gordon United Church have. But the
memories I have are all fond ones. I found Don to be a
very friendly and caring person. I remember the fun
times we had ripping sheets and organizing the strips to
be used as bandages in far off lands. Don was always

jovial and friendly and made the task a fun time. I was
sorry when that project ended. By then I was knitting
and crocheting afghans for Canada Comforts and
almost each time I came down on a Tuesday to JDF
Senior center to either turn in some finished afghans or
pick up more wool, Don was there making coffee and
serving up goodies to all the helpers. He always
greeted me with a smile and took the time to talk to
me. Don's contribution to make this world a better
place will be sadly missed. God Bless him, may he
rest in peace.
From Mary Ellen Hodgetts
Mom & Dad (George & Ellen Foley) were charter
members of Gordon United and worked faithfully for the
church for many years. After suffering some health
problems, Mom & Dad ended up in an apartment off
Shelbourne Street. They transferred their membership
to Gordon Head United and continued to be involved
there as they had always been at Gordon United.
When Dad died in 1993, Mom decided to move back to
the Western Communities to be closer to family. Of
course, she transferred her membership back to
Gordon United. And as always, she wanted to be
involved.
Don Hatfield was our interim minister at the time, after
Colleen Erb’s retirement. Mom always said that she
had no sooner taken off her coat then Don asked her to
be on Session – not just on Session but to be Clerk of
Session. She was kept very busy with all the parts of
this new job.
Don not only recognized a strong and capable woman
when he met Mom, but also assigned her a task that
would keep her busy and active, rather than dwelling on
the loss of her husband of almost 53 years.
Rest in peace, Don. You have been good for us all.
From Rudy, Helena & Lindy Pangka
Tribute to Minister Don Hatfield
It is so sad to learn of the passing of Minister Don
Hatfield. He was such a dedicated man of God. He was
a great leader and a good friend of the Pangka family.
We will always remember the memories we had with
him and our families joining together for special
occasions such as birthdays and anniversaries. We
thank Don for the support and encouragement when
our loved ones passed away. We also thank Don for
coming to Lindy’s elementary school for Pastor’s Day
and for holding Lindy’s baptizing ceremony. His love for
Jesus and passion to reach out to the lost and dying
had been evident each time we heard him preach.
We send our deepest condolences to Sylvia and the
family. He will be missed, but in God’s place, he will be
remembered. May the good Lord spread His arms over
the family. We will see him again very soon.
God be with you always.
From Hilda Duddridge
Lew and I met Don and Sylvia in 1993 when Don
became the interim minister for our Church. Not

knowing what to expect we were pleasantly surprised at
the first service, to find that he had a good strong voice
(even without the mike) and an equally strong sense of
humour! Lew and Don got along very well, and one
day Don asked if we had any grandchildren, since he
was planning a Baptism service in the coming weeks.
Lew volunteers “I haven’t been baptized!” This was a
surprise to me, it seems that I keep learning new things
about my husband all the time! So Don takes him
under his wing and prepares him for the coming
Baptism. After Baptizing the babies, Don carried them
down the aisle to introduce the new little ones to the
congregation, handed them back to the mothers, and
then Lew stepped up and it all went well, until Don
looked at Lew from head to toe, and with a wicked
smile, said “If you think I’m going to carry you down that
aisle, forget it!!”
We have no doubts about where you are, Don, but we
miss you.
This picture, taken by Bill Sturrock is the last time they
saw each other, Don visiting Lew at Selkirk Place.
Our deep condolences to Sylvia, Sara, and Stephen.

From Vera Blazenko
Don was always one of the friendliest people that I
have ever known - truly.
In a social group, he would look over the crowd and
made sure that he would speak to everyone. He would
start chatting with those that he knew and then he
made acquaintances with those that he did not know.
During his sermon period at Gordon United Church, I
was always impressed that he always left me with
something to think about - sometimes, things that I
would mull over and over again. I so enjoyed that he
would start his sermon at the pulpit, and then work his
way down to the middle of the two front rows of pews.
Here, he would kneel and then offer an impressive
prayer - all without referring to anything written down.
I also remember the card games that we used to play in
Bill & Joyce Macdonald’s basement. One evening, I
attended without my husband, Bill, and I told Don that
Bill was away in Port Alberni on his annual fishing trip
with his friends from BC Transit. Don said, “Well, he
deserves some time away”. In later times, he always
inquired about Bill’s health as he realized that it was
deteriorating. He then would recount with a smile,
some conversations that they had shared together.

Another fond memory that I have is from several years
ago when I broke my kneecap and was recovering at
home. My house was full of visitors from Vancouver
and my home was in complete disarray. At the time,
Don was conducting the service at Gordon United. On
a hot July day, Don stopped in after church to see me.
The presentation of my home and the chaos of all the
visitors had no impact on Don’s calm nature. It was a
lovely visit with Don that I greatly appreciated.
Sincere sympathy to Sylvia and family. He will be
missed.
From Adele Morley
I remember at my Grandma Rhode’s funeral service,
who died at 98 on Sept 27th, 1985 (a Victoria pioneer).
Don’s very special help with my laryngitis, that I got
three days before my brother Lorne was to read for the
service and I was to sing “In the Garden”. On the
service day, Don Hatfield took Lorne and me into his
office for prayer and encouragement. Thanks to his
kindness we pulled through with God’s help, and not
only was Lorne able to read for the service, but I was
able to sing for it too.
Keith and I visited Don regularly and Don especially
liked the Christmas Poinsettias that we delivered from
Gordon United Church. We always took homemade
chicken soup with vegs and home baking (The
chickens to make the soup came from Mary Ellen).
While I was cooking for Gordon United’s Men’s club, I
would always send a container or two of homemade
chicken vegetable soup with Don for him and Sylvia, as
she was so busy at Canada Comforts.
On our last visit, I took them both Gordon United Prayer
shawls. These were most appreciated by them. Sylvia
always thanks us for our visit and for the soups and
baking. She didn’t have time at the end, with Don
home 24/7, as were his wishes.
Sara, Steven and Sylvia worked and prayed and sang
for many days at his side, sometimes (they told me) he
would even join them in scriptures and song. May he
rest in peace, as he surely deserves it because of the
way he always ministered to others.
From Terry Puckett
I remember Don as a gentle caring person. During one
of the concerts at Gordon, he worked with his wife
Sylvia to produce a stage show of which I was a
dancing girl, having to wear a TO-TO. We had a lot of
fun that evening, and of course Don was an entertainer,
singing loud and clear. (He had a very powerful voice).
One would always know when Don was in the room.
He will be missed by all who knew him. Rest in peace,
Don.
From The Berods
Do you remember our concert when Don sang a
version of "Popeye the Sailor man"? Don served as
Secretary for the A.O.T.S. (The Men's Club). He
served with interest and enthusiasm for more than a
year. Don was a very friendly and considerate person

and will be remembered by all.
Our love and deepest sympathy to Sylvia and the
family.
From Pat Larre
I met Don when he was our interim Priest at Holy Trinity
Anglican Church in Sooke. This was over 30 years ago.
He was interim for a couple of months as we went
through the process of selecting a new Priest. He would
also fill in for vacation relief as well. Everyone looked
forward to his services.
He dove right into the life of Holy Trinity. His ability to
make everyone feel welcome and comfortable was
awesome. His sermons were always thought provoking
and I always came away with things to ponder.
One thing my kids said to me about Don was that his
Prayers of the People were too long as well as some of
the other prayers. Kids, what do they know?
I must admit I was a little surprised when I saw, for my
first time, Don and Sylvia sitting in the pew at Gordon
United. What was an Anglican Priest doing in the
congregation of a United Church? I soon found out that
he felt as much a part of our congregation as the
Anglican.
I remember him getting up from the pew to announce
the sheet tearing for making bandages every month.
Sylvia would get up as well and talk about her
Compassionate warehouse project. They were so
caring and committed to help others less fortunate than
us. Don will be missed by many people and
organizations for his enthusiasm, his compassion and
his love for all.
From Pat Flack
Rev. Don Hatfield was gifted with a powerful voice of
positively questionable decibels, accompanied with
diction of an enviable quality. There was little activity
that escaped his inquisitive eyes.
At one time in my life my husband, Ed and myself,
along with friends, spent many weekends camping at
Beaver Lake at Lake Cowichan.
As was our Sunday routine (while our husbands were
left doing whatever husbands do when their wives drive
off), my friend, Patricia and I would alternate attending
two churches. One Sunday, we would attend the
Catholic Service, the following Sunday we would attend
the United Church in Lake Cowichan.
One Sunday morning, arriving slightly late by a few
minutes, we quietly entered at the rear of the United
Church Sanctuary, hopeful of finding two chairs without
disturbing the announcements. No such luck!
Rev. Don Hatfield was leading the Worship Service.
He glanced in our direction as we tried to remain as
inconspicuous as possible. Without missing a beat, he
boomed out in his most jovial and, thankfully, in a
volume lesser than his ‘parade square’ voice, “Well …
here comes Langford!” So much for our hopefully
unobtrusive entry. It was a warm welcome.
Special memories punctuated with laughter.
Thanks, Don.

From Floyd and Leona Richards
Rob and Mona Richardson and family
He was known as Padre Don to many at GUC. He
deeply cared for all at Gordon United Church. He
taped his sermons and delivered the tapes to shut ins.
I was an Elder and assisted him with serving
Communion to seniors in their homes who were unable
to get out.
Don was an asset to the Choir; his sermons were
always uplifting with spiritual guidance. His voice was
loud and clear and needed no microphone.
We were very thankful for his kind and loving
ministering to our 3-generation family during his time at
Gordon.
From Gail Ellerton
The first memory I have of Don, was about the year
1999-2000, we had just built a house and moved to
Happy Valley. Our neighbor was Katie White, a very
well-known member of the Community and Church of
the Advent. Every Christmas Katie held a wonderful
old fashion Carole sing-a-long in her home. We were
invited and Don and Sylvia were there. Don was
“larger than life”, a great conversationalist, so friendly
and welcoming.
When Don was the Interim Minister at Gordon, I
remember that he preached with no notes and came
out to the front to preach. That was the first time I had
seen a minister do that. He may have got carried away
from time to time, but one look from Sylvia and he
would be back on track. His memory was amazing,
remembering everyone’s name, even all the kids’
names.
With very fond memories.
From Letitia Portelance
Our friendship with Sylvia & Don Hatfield goes back to
1959, I wonder if anyone can beat that!
Don had arrived to take on the two Anglican churches,
St Johns & St Matthews. Sylvia was expecting and
wanted a young Doctor, and we had just moved to
Colwood too. Sarah was one of my husband Jim’s first
deliveries. I too was expecting Jeanne and had two
boys, Ron & Doug and the Hatfields had a son,
Stephen, so our families blended well together.
We had many great camping trips, and our children
attended the Anglican Camp Columbia on Thetis
Island. Also our 4 children and I attended St Johns
Church in Colwood.
Many years later, Don joined the Military and they left
for the East for 12 years, greatly missed. When they
returned, Stephen was the organist & choir director for
Gordon United Church.

I saw Peggy Williamson (she was a patient of Jim’s) in
the Thriftys parking lot and she said “guess what, Don
Hatfield, is taking over the ministry of Gordon United”.
The next Sunday, I walked into the church and sat
down and the rest is history.
PS: Don officiated at Jeanne’s wedding in our garden
August 11, 2001

