Sunday, November 8, 2020

Gordon United Church Announcements
http://www.gordonunitedchurch.ca office@gordonunitedchurch.ca
Check us out on Facebook
935 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC, V9B 2Y2 - Phone 250.478.6632
We are happy to share worship with you on YouTube! It’s a brave new world!
We invite you to join us after the service on Zoom. The connection information is not publicly available and
is sent via email only, so if you do not receive our emails, we would love to add you to our distribution list.
Whether you are new or visiting, or have been a congregation member for many years, please feel free to send your
contact information to the Office (contact information above, in GREEN). We would be happy to add you to our weekly
email distribution list and/or update our church directory.
WELCOME!

Stewards see others as they see themselves. We are all broken and in need.

What can we do to help each other?
Sunday, November 8:
CLICK HERE FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Thank you to our Reader for today, Val Allen
 Scriptures: Joshua 24: 1-3a; 14-25
 Psalm 78: verses 1 to 7
Zoom Meeting
Sunday's Zoom meetings begin at 11:15am
See your Friday email for the connection information!
Council Update: Safety Team Update
The Safety Team Members, Anna Mary
McIlwain, Beverly Stewart, Dianne Wilson
McDougall, and Carolyn Matheson have been
meeting regularly to ensure that the appropriate
procedures are put into place in time for the
reopening of our church on December 6th. Now
that Rev. Heidi is back, she will be joining us at the
meetings.
This Team is frequently collaborating with
other Church Teams to ensure that various
work/tasks are in place for a successful reopening.
One of the main purposes for the reopening
of the Sanctuary is that we have heard that what
our Church people miss the most is FELLOWSHIP.
We also are learning that loneliness is just as
detrimental to one’s mental health as the
symptoms of COVID19 itself. We feel strongly that
we have a duty to act sooner than later to help
to alleviate this social issue by offering the video
services on a Sunday morning in the Sanctuary as
well as the continuation of the services online.
Recently, the SafetyTeam was updated on
the sanitizing procedures by Rev, Alanna Menu. It
is the Team’s task now to train Council members,

Ushers, Greeters and volunteers on how to apply
these procedures so that we can ensure safety for
our congregants to the best of our ability. Council
members will be the first group to be trained at the
November Council meeting. Once trained, it will be
the responsibility of our volunteers to ensure that
the sanitization takes place at the end of each
service.
Entry and exit points and traffic flow has
been discussed. Markers will be placed for
distancing and for the placement of chairs in the
Sanctuary. Sanitization supplies are being carried
out by Property & Finance. Currently, they are
looking into the availability and cost of Touchless
Hand Pumps.
The reopening over the month of December
will be a trial run for us. We realize that some
changes and adjustments will happen as we go
along. This experience will assist us, however, to
prepare for the next phase of reopening to the
Rental Groups.
The Safety Team has had input into the
Renters Contract to ensure that the necessary
safety requirements are included. Some rental
groups have made inquiries as to when we will be
reopening.
The ventilation system for the Sanctuary
has been discussed and will require further
discussion at the Council level. Currently, our task
is to do more research to present at the upcoming
Council meeting.
We realize that should British Columbia go
into another lockdown due to COVID19, our
Church will close once again.
Carolyn Matheson on behalf of the Safety Team

Messages from Rev. Heidi:

Gordon United “Grace Notes” Piano Concerts

Homework for next Sunday, November 15th:
Children, teens and adults in the congregation
are invited to take a piece of paper – any size or
type – and on one side in large letters or in a
picture write, type or draw something that shows
people are not respecting creation or each other.
On the other side write or draw examples you
know about how people are taking care of the
earth and each other. This could be right in your
own home or anywhere in the world! Please email
them to RevHeidi@gordonunitedchurch.ca or drop
them off at the church by Wednesday evening so
that we can include them in Thursday’s recording
of the worship service. THANKS!

Ms. Music, an hour of light classical piano by
Jeanne Campbell, has been recorded! This
concert is a lovely, acoustic recording in the church
sanctuary, on our grand piano. This is a free
concert. Donations will be accepted and funds
raised will go towards our online ministry costs.

Planning for Advent and Christmas: I'd
welcome ideas about how to incorporate some of
our traditions and some new ideas into a prerecorded video format. The theme will be "Filling
the Night with Music and Light". Our main symbol
will be "luminaries" (small paper or aluminum
lanterns) and I'll be encouraging people to make
lots! Ideas for decorating the communion table
area and pulpit in ways that evoke the colours,
sights, sounds of the Advent and Christmas
seasons and can be seen within the camera
angles (I know you home decorators and artists
are out there!), suggestions for a "theme song",
volunteers of any age to record candle-lighting,
reading and storytelling from home or church, etc
will be welcome. If you've got ideas for some
movements folk can do to favourite carols (since
we can't sing together) that would be great too - I
bet the kids could come up with some! Feel free to
share those ideas via email, note, or phone call
after November 1st; if it seems feasible, I'll
organize a conference call or Zoom to brainstorm
together. ~ Heidi
GAG Fundraiser
The Get Acquainted Group is pleased to offer
some wonderful Christmas quilts for sale!
Please CLICK HERE to see the photographs.
Tish Portelance (250) 478-1350

Do you, or does someone you know,
need prayer NOW?
Send the first name
and a short message.
We'll send up a burst
of prayer.
Email: prayerinaminute@gmail.com

Ms. Music premieres Friday, November 13, 2020
and will be available online until Friday, Nov 27.
We hope you can tune in!
Posters are going out. Can you help put up
posters? Can you share the news with friends &
family by email or facebook? People can watch
from anywhere in the world! Call Rose in the
church office at 250-478-6632 or email
office@gordonunitedchurch.ca
Angel Gifts
Gordon United is pleased to participate in the
Angel Gift Program 2020. Due to COVID 19
restrictions, there will be two options for how you can
contribute to the Angel Gift Program this year. They
are:
1) By cheque - call Pat Flack to let her know that
you want to participate and she will give you the
information you need to send a cheque. The
deadline for cheques is November 9th as Our
Place has to make sure that they have enough
volunteers to help do the shopping.
2) Buying gifts - call Pat Flack to let her know that
you want to participate and how many people you
want to sponsor. Once she gets that information
she will get a list from Our Place and she will call
you to give you the details about the person you
are buying for. The deadline for gifts is December
6th.
If you decide on giving a gift, you can drop it off at
the church December 2nd or 4th (Tuesday or
Friday) between 10:00am and noon. Please
contact Pat Flack at (250) 478-2178.

Purdy's Fundraiser for Pacific Edge Chorus
Hello and blessings Gordon United Church!
Pacific Edge Chorus is fundraising with Purdys
Chocolatier, just in time for Christmas! If you’d like to
support us through purchasing some very sweet
Christmas gifts for friends, family and yourself,
CLICK HERE to go to this web page which will take
to our account. If you have not ordered on line before
you have to set up an account. After you’ve signed in
you can buy our amazing chocolates or invite others
to join and support our Fundraising Campaign.

If you are not comfortable shopping on line, please
pick up a catalogue at the Church, fill in the order
form in the catalogue, attach a cheque made out to
Pat Larre and I will enter your order for you. The
deadline for orders is November 15th. I will be
sending in the orders on the 16th. I will bring the
orders to the parking lot of the Church on November
27th. If you have any questions, e-mail me at
larres@telus.net or call me at (250) 642-4098
Thank you so much!
Pat Larre

Pastoral Care
We invite anyone who is in need of Pastoral
support to contact:
Adele Morley - (250) 590-2507
Betty Pellaers - (778) 430-3073
Deanna Robb - (250) 294-6737
Dianne Wilson McDougall - (250) 391-7550
(home) or (250) 415-9461 (cell)
Ruth Kelbough - (250) 478-5450
Email: pastoralcare@gordonunitedchurch.ca

Regional Council Prayer Cycles
November 8 - 14 focus:
Aotearoa New Zealand (info) (churches)
Australia (info) (churches)

World Council of Churches
Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

What’s the best way to study the Bible?
Answer: You Luke into it.
How does Moses make his coffee?
Answer: Hebrews it.

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle

Interfaith Calendar
http://www.interfaith-calendar.org/2020.htm

What kind of car does Jesus typically drive?
Answer: A Christler.

