Sunday, September 20, 2020

Gordon United Church Announcements
http://www.gordonunitedchurch.ca office@gordonunitedchurch.ca
Check us out on Facebook
935 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC, V9B 2Y2 - Phone 250.478.6632
We are happy to share worship with you on YouTube! It’s a brave new world!
We invite you to join us after the service on Zoom. The connection information is not publicly available and
is sent via email only, so if you do not receive our emails, we would love to add you to our distribution list.
Whether you are new or visiting, or have been a congregation member for many years, please feel free to send your
contact information to the Office (contact information above, in BLUE). We would be happy to add you to our weekly
email distribution list and/or update our church directory.
WELCOME!

Stewardship asks us to share God’s love with all God’s people, not just a select few.

Sunday, September 20:
CLICK HERE FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE

Opening Prayer (will be on-screen in the video)
God of transition and change throughout all history
You have led Your people on challenging
journeys
God of transition and change across all times and
cultures
You have called Your people to discomforting
tasks
God of transition and change within all systems of
human value
You have asked Your people to look and
question
God of transition and change meet with us now
through word and music
Challenge our thinking and deepen our
understanding that we may be ready to follow
You into the challenges of this time.
Amen
Thank you to our Readers for today:
Jeannette Sturgeon:
Minute for Mission:
"Disabled Farmers in Cuba"
The UCC published a companion video about
Cuban farmers - CLICK HERE to watch it.
Carolyn Matheson:
 Scriptures: Jonah 3:10 – 4:10
 Psalm 145
 Gospel: Matthew 20: 1 - 16

Zoom Meeting Today
Today's Zoom meeting begins at 11:15am
See your Friday email for the connection
information!
Sunday Worship Videos
Have you wondered how we bring you the online
worship service each week? After 5 months of trial
and error, we have settled into a routine that is
working fairly well. We are still tweaking and refining
our processes every single week. It has been an
interesting time!
We: Melanie, Tim, Rose and our wonderful
Reader(s), record video and audio segments of the
Sunday worship services on Thursdays from
10:00am to noon. There will be signs on all the doors
from now on, when we are doing this. We ask that all
visitors during those hours please be as quiet as a
mouse.
If you hear loud guffaws at the
sanctuary doors, it's safe to put your head in; we're
probably just recovering from another Oops!
When you enter and
exit the building, please
lock the door behind
you.
Thursday afternoons,
and through to the end
of Fridays, Rose
transfers everything
from her iPhone to the
office computer, puts the segments together with
Microsoft Movie Maker software, uploads it to
YouTube, and broadcasts it via the Announcements,
website updates and weekly email. Ain't technology
amazing?
If you would like to be on the list of Readers, please
contact Rose in the office at (250) 478-6632.

Dear Friends:
After 3 months in the wilderness of a forwarding
freight storage facility, all my goods and bits and
pieces have finally come home - including my
MacBook laptop. I had packed it since my iPhone
was good for the interim.
I had thought I would have everything at the end of
my two week quarantine, but alas, I came out of
quarantine to find that the apartment I had rented
came without windows in either bedroom - a deal
breaker for me! It took me two more months to find a
place to live. Fortunately, I had an RV I could stay in.
This is the reason why The OLive has not been
published - all the files were in the MacBook. So…
I have my MacBook now, but there are a few glitches
that I haven’t sorted out - including the folders for my
mail program, including one for the OLive, which
seem to have disappeared.
So…the bad news is it may be a week for two before
I get everything up and running again. The good
news is: you have a two week deadline if there’s
anything you’d like to add to The OLive.
With my apologies… Hugs and blessing to all of you.
I miss you. Pat

United Church News
LIGHTING THE FLAME FOR A UNIVERSAL,
LIVEABLE BASIC INCOME PROGRAM
Ottawa, ON – This Tuesday, Sept 22, 12:30 pm, on
the eve of the Throne Speech, the United Church of
Canada, with others, will be holding a nation-wide
candle-lighting event for people across the country to
express their support for a Universal Basic, Liveable
Income program. Building on the positive experience
of CERB, we have a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to make this important policy change to
ensure greater income security for all Canadians.

People across the country are asked to light a candle
on that day, to express their support for a Universal
Basic, Liveable Income program. Light a candle, take
a picture and post it to social media (#universal basic
income) and send it to your local MP and news
outlet.
The United Church believes that as we lead lives of
compassion and justice, the poor must have priority
in creating a just, fair and inclusive society. For more
information CLICK HERE.

Do you, or does someone you know,
need prayer NOW?
Email: prayerinaminute@gmail.com
with first name and a short message.
We'll send up a burst of prayer.
Regional Council Prayer Cycles
Ecumenical Focus this week:

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru
A Mapuche* Blessing
God of life, Mother of all, you renew creation.
Bring us peace and justice, ‘balance’ in the Mapuche
sense:
balance and harmony for the earth,
balance and harmony for the peoples of the world,
balance and harmony for men and women,
balance and harmony between nature and ourselves
and God.
(*Mapuche means ‘people of the earth’. They are the aborigines
living in the south of Chile and Argentina. Source: the Mapuche
Pastoral Team, Santiago, Chile. From: The website Red de Liturgia,
Latin American Council of Churches)

World Council of Churches
Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle

Interfaith Calendar
http://www.interfaith-calendar.org/2020.htm

Pastoral Care
We invite anyone who is in need of Pastoral
support to contact:
Adele Morley - (250) 590-2507
Betty Pellaers - (778) 430-3073
Deanna Robb - (250) 294-6737
Dianne Wilson McDougall - (250) 391-7550
(home) or (250) 415-9461 (cell)
Ruth Kelbough - (250) 478-5450
Email: pastoralcare@gordonunitedchurch.ca

If you’d like a phone chat with Melanie Ihmels, please
contact the office to make arrangements or email
minister@gordonunitedchurch.ca.
In an emergency, call (250) 857-9124.

Orange Shirt Day

Orange Shirt Day was created in 2013, to educate
people and promote awareness in Canada about
the Indian residential school system and the impact it
has had on Indigenous communities for over a
century—an impact that continues today. It is held
annually on September 30 in Canadian communities,
especially in schools with students and staff, where
people are encouraged to wear an orange shirt.
CLICK HERE for more information about Orange
Shirt Day. Please wear yours during your worship on
Sunday, September 27.

Cookies for Westshore RCMP
In July, we were contacted by a member of a
Westshore church, inviting us to take part in a thankyou gesture for Westshore RCMP. Council agreed
and our share of the Love Wins cookies was paid.
The RCMP Chaplain, Ben Yablonski, sent a thankyou note back, with the following comments:
Staff & Officers were very appreciative. The cookies
were cause of one positive conversation, along the
lines of: There are a lot of people that support us (as
they wave a bitten cookie) with what has happened
in the media gives the mal-contents a platform to
complain and they are being listened to. The
numbers are the same (referring to those that
support the police and those that don't). Overall ~
very much appreciated and some cookies made it to
night shift, too.
Gentle Ben

Cookies & card for Westshore RCMP
Easter Egg
Did you notice it in last week's video? I left a little bit
of video at the end of the gospel reading when
Evelyn jokingly asked me if it was ok.
Congratulations if you noticed it 
Look for this week's easter egg - there's one in the
video and one in this Announcements sheet.
It's a little prayer patch. Hint: It looks like one of
these. Aren't they sweet?

